CHAPTER IV

THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL

AFTER my defeat at Ashford, I was not to mark time for long.
Many Progressive Members of the London County Council had, in
19065 been elected Members of Parliament, and most of them found
it difficult to combine the two jobs and decided not to seek re-
election in 1907. Among them was Thomas Wiles, afterwards to
become a Privy Councillor and Chairman of the Port of London*
I was living at that time on Campden Hill, where he was my
neighbour, and he suggested that it would be a good thing for me
to succeed him at the County Hall, where he represented South-
west Bethnal Green. But he explained that all he could do was
to suggest my name to the Local Association where it would be
considered with a number of others. I have a vivid memory of
going down to the old Radical Club in Pollard Row and meeting
the Executive of the Association which then consisted of Lewis,
the secretary of the club and a prominent trade unionist, Tom
Brooks, a chimney sweep, afterwards Mayor of the borough, and
my chairman, Salmon, a local independent bill-poster, and one or
two others. They made it clear to me they had no power other
than to say I was a suitable person, but the decision must rest with
a very large body drawn from every section of the division. Actually,
four names were submitted for selection by the Liberals: two former
members of the School Board, the then Mayor, and myself.

Here I must mention one of the names submitted, afterwards
to be my colleague and friend for eighteen years. The Rev.
Stewart Headlam was a striking personality, who for many years
played a prominent part in the East End. Educated at Eton and
Cambridge, he entered the Church and became a curate at St.
Matthew's, Bethnal Green. But he was no ordinary clergyman,
content to devote himself to parish duties. On the contrary, he
entered into the life and soul of the people down there, interesting
himself in every phase of their lives. He was not content to preach
the gospel only from the pulpit on Sundays, but was prepared to
cross swords with all and sundry on all the controversies of the day.
Atheism was rampant in those days but he wasn't afraid to face up
to it and even went to the length of discussing religion with Brad-
laugh on a Sunday at a public meeting which shocked the stay-at-
home Christians of his day. He was intensely interested in music
and the drama, and not less in the ballet. Many of the girls that
danced at the Alhambra came from the East End and most of them
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